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I. Mr. Ribiere inquired as to our activities in connection with
Albania. Na stated that he wished to be perfectly frank and let ne know
exactly what he had been able to learn about American activities vie a vie
Albania„ expressing that it was a bit unpleasant for hi* to do so in view
of the understanding he thought he had reached with us during his visit to
Washington last November. He stated that this was all the *ere unpleasant
to him since he had come away from as meeting with Mr. Wisner and that the
latter wished to develop really close cooperetion with the ?roma Services.
I interjected with the statement that be already had received some informa-
tion from OPC representatives in connection with the Albanian Committee and
that, while I was not aware of what he had learned with regard to activities
involving Albania, I could assure him that our plans an this subject, as
indeed in the case of the other eitraiiip groups, had developed disappoint-
ingly slowly, and one of the item on ay agenda today was to bring him, up
to date on this subject.

2. Mr. Ribiere then stated that the first contact he had had with an
American official on the subject of Albania was last July when he had been
approached by OPC representatives and his assistance sought in procuring
Preach visas for travel of certain Albanian Nationalists who were involved
in the formation of an Albanian National Committee. He said that this was
the only American contact to had had. On the other hand, he had been to
London, to Roam, and to Greece since that time. Ns had, as I must know,
intimate relations with the Italian Secret Services, which relationship re-
sulted in his receiving very full intelligence information from that
country. He dwelt briefly upon his excellent Italian connections, which was
=necessary, as I know he has them. Na told me that he had learned, from
the Italians, a rather complete story of the negotiations during the3 and he was also informed, even unto the dates
of the dispatch of intelligence tea= into Albania. At this point I
cemented that of course he meant Italian intelligence tease which, as he
knew, the Italian Naval Intelligence had allegedly organised. He said,
"No, I mean British-American teams. I mean teams organised by British
Americans." I said that of course there were a number of foreign powers
which had dispatched intelligence teams into Albania, even into Greece, but
that I did not want to go into detail on this particular subject for the
reason that I did not concern myself with intelligence natters. He then
went on, with determination, to explain that the Greeks had also advised
him of a British-American operation involving Albania, and had rather com-
plained of the lack of full coordination on the part of the British-
American authorities. He stated that on his last trip to London the British
had acknowledged their operations via a vie Albania, which, from the remittal
he ande on this subject, I gathered to more or less cover the operation
VALUABLE phase of the FIEND plan. Then ensued what to me was the most
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interesting part of the conversation on this subject, because Mr.
Mier, dwelt at SOSO length on real Ititish concern about any operations
involving Albania because of the very delicate situation at present pre-
vailing in ragasLevis. I gathered from his remarks that his 31-1.tish
opposite number is not at all convinced that Operation FIEND is a feasible
plan, and indeed at one point of the conversation indicated to Ribiere
that he would not be at all surprised if it should be desirable in the
near future to curtail all intelligence operations. In this connection men-
tion was made of the Tito Albanians in the Koesovo Area.

3. I thought it best to explain to Mr. Ribiere OPC's role in connec-
tion with Albania from the very beginning. I therefore reminded him of our
query last November in Washington with regard to Albania. I stated that we
were most grateful to him and to his compatriots in the French Foreign
Office for much vital information provided with regard to Albania since last
November. I said that, as he well knew, many people felt that this might
be the appropriate time to undertake operations in Albania which might result
in a change of regime. Since, however, the development of the ememem-famte.m;,.f.,
Tito dispute had made the situation in that area most delicate, there was a
very definite reluctance to undertake any operation which might bring about
disaster. I said that it was primarily in accordance with our general pro-
gram concerning emigre groups in exile with which he was fully familiar,
that we had undertaken to form the Albanian National Council. I farther
stated that this might probably be considered as phase one of our entire
plan with regard not only to Albania but alao to the other Iron Curtain
countries. I went on to say that the ea:positing of intelligence teems in
Albania was a routine matter for Intelligence Services, that I regretted I
was not in a position to give him details on any Anerican activity in this
respect for the reason that I did not concern myself with intelligence
matters, that I would undertake, however, should 	 be interested, to
ascertain what the situation was in this respect. I then stated that there
would come, periaps.and the perhaps was a very big one indeed, for obvious
reasons—a tine when it might be desirable to attempt a coup d'etat in
Albania. Such undertaking would require the most careful study and con-
sideration not only by the Services people but also it would require the ap-
proval of the American National Military Establishment (Joint Chiefs of
ftaff) and the Department of State. It would further require the most care-
ful diplomatic preparation involving several countries including France.
I could assure him that while this subject had been discussed on many
occasions and at great length, no definite decision had yet been made with
regard to effecting an overtire, of the Noxha regime in Albania. I said
in this commotion that I had frequently wished that he had a properly
accredited representative in Washington to discuss suc h matters on his be-
half, as there certainly was nothing with regard to any project pertaining
to Albania which we would desire to withhold from him. j4adeed, the French,
because of the presence of their diplomatic mission in Taiitaa, and for
other reasons, had a very important contribution to make in the event that
any such project was undertaken. I stated further that when we began to
give this project more serious consideration—and I thought this stage would
be reached in the very near future—we would have Mr. Ribiere approached
by competent British and American OPC representatives who would acquaint
him with our intentions in this matter.
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Ilk Ur, Ribiere thanked no fOr this explsnatlan and said that it
would not be newasista7 for ate to go to the trona* of asuertaining what
intelligenee activities has been undertaken in Albania by our pe_oples that
be felt he was adequataly informed on this subject, thankw to his Tkl.tisho
Italian, and Greek connections, and that kw would look fomard to being
sporeaehed in the event that a decision is mode to proceed with a serious

the information, whioh had sires* hoard frost Oa
plan for the overthrow ths lbache regime in Albania. kis thenioluntowde

that
Frinah information indicated that Bozhe was very mama to enter into
osataet with properly Qualified Westervt repreirantativea• I asked his whether
he bad received a definite coofirnatioa of ttdrt report, and he stated that
as yet he had received !V reply U. his further guary on this paint.

C. Cirli7.E
SAM
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nemazantwalli

C,	 3

are li;atro that U-liszverha
	 into 

thlayverensidiorablyinftiusetormedkinon thisdihis 13""esituatione 1S

C_	
_31 i.e..

3 pis eartainly (*new that he should be told.

C	 One of our people was there recently arid was questioned very
heavily and very closely on this situaticst.

C_

CHe rather plumed over the second phase.

C3fes. I undemtand.

E I3 He was at Corse already informed on the first phase. I did
that sweat SOW UAW ago. This chap posed trier the second phase and
said he was not mainlined witMzah natters. He then went an and said
this was obviously a questiolk	 consideration.

C 17 No decision had yet been made on it, which is teehnically
tiate. --1

C_ 2 Quito.

C-7 *Mt a decision was ands obviously it would Mu ir* greet
diploma-it preparations end he would be approached by both ourself,*
and the British on the natter.

it understanding isthat I can tell him that you agree to
inform Ain that the thing is in the exploratory stage and If the
results of that stage ire/we will impend the scope of the whole thing
and bring him in on it. good



j That would be a little further then we woad ye Then
Si a taut to bring him in to full participation *doh we an
not prepared to make at this time*

C We are observing the results of the =plot-stay stag* and
our noun actione will be dictated br the natters of such results and
just leave the question of his 	 on vague?

That will give your an the opportunith s we **yip to
got hineelf Off the hook with regard to the Owes 2 :tags in the best
igior poosible•

C There is another point. Do you know Dan who recently went
over?

C

C 3 He went primarily in the Admiral's interette•

Oho yes. I do kora.

Is he briefed on this?

cNo.

should he coordinate his story with sr man?

_1) No• He is from the other eido of the house. Thereto
another axes% the final statement you reeidsed to the effect he had
been told a proposal would be forthcoming•

D Ittlksd with a chap who dined with him and it leeks a btlit
the other way and this is in fact the proposal and our people (Bob)
do want this information given to the other chap.

This is 'a question which =at be thought in advance, how
he is to conment• The* you.,
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